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DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACOLOGY' 
P.O. SOX 38 13 


TELEPHONE 1919) 681-6209 
FACSIMILE: (919) 681-8461 


November 20, 1991 

Harmon McAllister, Ph.D. 

Research Director 

The Council for Tobacco Research, USA, Inc, 
900 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 


Dear Dr. McAllister, 

In 1990, the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB) 
sponsored the first FASEB Summer Conference on Protein Phosphatases. The conference was 
an outstanding success receiving applications from more than 280 researchers representing 13 
different countries. Such was the initial demand that FASEB gave us special dispensation to 
exceed their recommended capacity for such conferences. Forty speakers were selected from the 
USA, Scotland, England, Belgium, Italy, West Germany, Japan and Switzerland. Furthermore, 
the 173 participants included researchers from Australia, Spain, France, Canada, Malaysia and 
Taiwan, making this a truly international effort. Eleven pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies were also represented. Needless to say the success of the 1990 meeting provided the 
impetus for the second FASEB Summer Conference on Protein Phosphatases to be held at 
Copper Mounta in, Colorado, during July 19-24, 1992. 

With the molecular cloning of 29 protein phosphatases over the last three years - from 
sources as diverse as bacteria, plants, slime mould, yeast, fungi, fly and several vertebrate 
species - the area is poised to examine the role of such enzymes in signalling pathways in health 
and disease. Recent studies show that protein (serine/threonine) phosphatases are not only 
important regulators of the eukaryotic cell cycle but are also targets for a new class of tumor 
promoters, as well as some bacterial toxins. Most recently, it has been shown that the primary 
target for the immunosuppressive drugs, such as cyclosporin A and FK506, is a serine/threonine 
protein phosphatase. Indeed, there is growing evidence that the cellular activity of one or more 
protein phosphatases is a key determinant in the susceptibility of cells to malignant transformation 
initiated by oncogenic viruses and chemical carcinogens. Protein (tyrosine) phosphatases 
represent a new class of transmembrane receptors which can modulate cellular growth and 
differentiation. Tyrosine phosphatases are also encoded by the virulence genes associated with 
the bubonic plague (Yersinia pestis) and pox (Vaccinia virus). In conclusion, genetic and 
pharmacological tools are now available to elucidate the role of protein phosphatases in the 
control of ion channels, hormone receptors, as well as in gene expression, metabolism, growth 
and development - research areas of interest to the Council for Tobacco Research. The 1992 
program (enclosed) is heavily focused on the potential cellular functions of protein phosphatases. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xjnv0000 




The cost for the 1992 FASEB Summer Conference on Protein Phosphatases, consisting 
of registration and airfares for our speakers and two travel awards for the outstanding student 
presentations, is currently estimated at approximately $45,000, a nearly 40% increase over the 
cost of the 1990 meeting. So every contribution becomes very vital. As the Chairman of the 
1992 FASEB Summer Conference on Protein Phosphatases, I am requesting partial support 
($3,000) from the Council for Tobacco Research. These funds will be used primarily to cover 
the travel costs for our speakers, especially those from overseas, and the students. The 
contribution of the Council will be acknowledged on the cover of the program presented to each 
participant and announced in the Chairman’s opening remarks. Each speaker funded by this 
award will be so notified in writing. We would, of course, be happy to provide a full account 
of the meeting to the Council if desired. 

While the area of protein phosphatases has seen a tremendous explosion of data in the last 
three years, the coming conference represents a unique opportunity for us the summarize the 
accomplishments of the field thus far and outline future goals for research. If further information 
is needed regarding either the organization of the meeting or its finances, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at the address above (telephone 919-681-6178; FAX 919-681-8461). We sincerely 
hope that the Council will consider this conference worthy of their support which should be 
forwarded to - 

FASEB Summer Conferences 
"Protein Phosphatases" 

9650 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20050 


Yours Smceyely, 


Shirish Shenolikar, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor in Pharmacology 

and Chairman, FASEB Summer Conference on Protein Phosphatases 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xjnvOOOQ 


